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1642 Falkland, " hated them worse than the devil; thoy who loved them did not love them so well as Their dinner " ;l but as controversy advanced men found thai, what; had been a flickering affection was soon fanned inio^i bhr/e. " No king, said one party, shall rob us of our religion. No parliamentary majority, said the other party, shall rob us of our religion. It was this and this only, which guvo to the great struggle its supreme importance." 2

Yet some compromise might have been reached between Pym and Hampdcn, Falkland and Hyde, but for one disastrous fact. In arguing on the rights of parliament, royalists thought of the present parliament, and in arguing on the lights of the king their opponents thought of Charles. The Long Parliament had so far not given its opponents much cause to trust or admire it; ifc had been arbitrary, neurotic, tyrannical, intolerant of criticism. Had there been fresh elections, it is likely that Pym would have found himself in a minority. But Charles had managed to diffuse an atmosphere of lively distrust. His gentleness and charm mi^ht attach his friends to him, but his public; conduct had been in l:he highest degree fantastic, disingenuous and uncertain. He had no gift of resolute purpose or single-hearted action ; the prominent velvet eyes under the heavy lids were the eyes of an emotional intriguer. They were the eyes, too, of a fanatic, who would find in the last resort some curious knuckle of principle on which ho would hear no argument. " He loved not the sight of a soldier, nor of any valiant man," it had been written of his father, and Charles had no single gift of the man-at-arms except personal bravery. The old monarchy could only survive if its representative had those qualities of plain dealing and sturdy resolution which were dear to Englishmen ; and it was the irony of fate that this king should bo part woman, part priest, and part the bewildered delicate boy who had never quite grown up. A freakish spirit had been unloosed, as a shrewd observer3 noted : " such an unhappy genius ruled these times (for historians have
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